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Tarasp. —Dr. Leonard W. Sedgwick gives a very pleasant account of a 
visit to Tarasp, with a notice of its mineral waters and its climate, which is 
situated in the Valley of the. Inn in the Upper Eng'adine, and whose alkaline 
waters have been found useful in the treatment of diseases of the stomach, 
in congestion of the liver, and in conditions in which there is a tendency on the 
part of the urine to deposit uric acid. It may also be prescribed in irritable 
states of the bronchial mucous membrane, in cutaneous eruptions, in gout or 
rheumatism, in scrofulous enlargements of the external glands, and for uterine 
congestive conditions producing irregularities of menstruation. 

Cancer successfully treated by the Injection of Bromine. By A. Wynn 
Williams, M.D.—The great objection to the use of caustic, as a substitute for 
the knife, in the removal of cancerous tumours, is that its absorption may give 
rise to serious results. The action of bromine, Dr. Williams thinks, is entirely 
local, “ although there can be no doubt that on becoming gaseous it permeates 
the surrounding tissues beyond the point where it acts as a caustic. That it 
modifies the ulcerated surface of malignant tumours is beyond the shadow of a 
doubt. Our object then is to get this volatile semi-gaseous caustic applied to 
the base of the tumour—that is, to commence the destruction of the tumour at 
its junction with the healthy tissues—and the only means of doing this is by in¬ 
jection." The solution of bromine, which Dr. Williams uses, is one composed 
of a drachm of bromine dissolved in three of alcohol, and of this he injects live 
to ten minims. In order to preserve the surrounding parts from injury they 
are covered with cotton wetted with a solution of carbonate of soda. 

Three cases of cancer are reported which were treated by the injection of 
bromine, and in all a complete recovery is said to have taken place. 

J. II. H. 


Art. XXIII.— Transactions of American State Medical Societies. 

1. Transactions of the Minnesota State Medical Society, Semi-Annual Ses¬ 

sion, June, 1871. Annual Session, February, 1872. 8vo. pp. 120. 

2. Transactions of the Georgia Medical Association at the Twenty-third 

Annual Meeting, held April, 1872. 8vo. pp. 134. 

3. Transactions of the State Medical Society of Michigan for the year 1872. 

8vo. pp. 119. 

4. Transactions of the Medical Society of Neiu Jersey, at its One hundred 

and sixth Annual Meeting, held May, 1872. 8vo. pp. 310. 

5. Transactions of the Sixth Annual Meeting of the Medical Association of 

the State of Missouri, held April, 1872. 8vo. pp. 92. 

6. Transactions of the Nineteenth Annual Meeting of the Medical Society of 

the State of North Carolina, held May, 1872. 8vo. pp. 71. 

7. Transactions of the Indiana State Medical Society at its Twenty-second 

Annual Session, held May, 1872. 8vo. pp. 173. 

1. The volume of “Transactions of the Minnesota State Medical Society ” 
comprises those of the semi-annual session of 1871, and of the annual session 
of 1872. At the semi-annual session an essay was read by Dr. B. Mattocks 
on “ Children—their Diseases and Treatment.” The leading object of the essay 
is to correct the supposed error made by physicians in treating of the pathology 
and therapeutics of childhood as essentially different from the pathology and 
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therapeutics of adult life. In this Dr. M. has certainly undertaken a very un¬ 
necessary task. We are not aware of any well-informed physician of the 
present day who is guilty of the error referred to. 

Dr. W. W. Mayo gives an account of a case of “ Rectocele,” in which vari¬ 
ous operations were resorted to without success, when, finally, one for its entire 
removal was adopted, and with every prospect of entire success. It is some¬ 
what difficult to understand from the history given by Dr. M., the true charac¬ 
ter and seat of the tumor in question, or why its entire removal was not at¬ 
tempted in the first place. 

A very interesting case is related by Dr. A. 3 . Stone, in which an obstinate and 
very painful ulceration of the os uteri was entirely healed by the transplanta¬ 
tion over it of a portion of the mucous membrane taken from a healthy part 
of the cervix. 

A somewhat unique case of “Ovarian Cyst,” occurring in a child eight years 
old, is related by Dr. 0. G. Goodrich. After suffering much from abdominal 
intumescence and pain, attributed at first to excess in eating and deficient 
exercise, the presence of an abdominal cyst was at length detected, under the 
irritation of which the patient finally sank. 

The session of 1872 was opened by an Address from the President, Dr. 
Franklin Staples, having for its subject “Professional Ethics.” 

The subject of the “Annual Essay,” by Dr. L. P. Dodge, was “Chlorate of 
Potassa ”— its therapeutic value, and the morbid states and conditions in 
which its curative powers are most strikingly evinced. 

The report of the Committee on “Climatology and Epidemics” for 1871, 
contains a mass of interesting facts in respect to the medical topography of each 
county of the State. The well-known fevers of miasmatic origin, particularly 
intermittents, prevailed to an increased extent throughout the paludal districts, 
while in other districts a decrease has been noticed in the prevalence of enteric 
fever and a much less spread of fever of the entero-raalarial form. Diseases of 
the entire respiratory tract appear to have been of frequent occurrence in most 
parts of the State, assuming often a very chronic form. Pneumonia does not 
appear to have prevailed to any great extent nor to have proved very fatal. 

The climate of Minnesota does not appear favourable to the development of 
pulmonary tuberculosis. Patients predisposed or labouring under it in its 
early stage, are said to be very decidedly benefited by removing to the State. 

The occurrence of cerebro-spinal meningitis, diphtheria, scarlet fever, 
measles, smallpox, rheumatism, dysentery, cholera infantum, and erysipelas, 
generally mikl in character and limited in extent, is noticed in most portions of 
the State. 

Erysipelas, however, it is proper to remark, assumed in a few localities a 
decidedly epidemic character. Dr. Hand states that “ in St. Paul, Bamsey 
County, the disease prevailed epidemically during November and December. 
Paring these same months there prevailed an unusual amount of puerperal 
fever.” 

A case of Syphilis accompanied by Capillary Bronchitis and Lobular 
Solidifications of Lung Tissue is reported by Dr. H. C. Hand. The case 
reported in this paper is an example of the coincidence of a severe syphi¬ 
litic taint with an inflammatory condition of the lungs, and the close corre¬ 
spondence of the solidified lung tissue to the sea-green marbled appearance 
in the chronic pneumonia occurring in syphilitic subjects, of which some 
eight cases are reported in the work of Lancereaux on Syphilis. We have 
ourselves witnessed often the same positive and prompt control exercised by 
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hyoscyamus (extract or tincture) over the suffocative phenomena of capil¬ 
lary bronchitis referred to by Dr. H. in non-syphilitic patients. 

2. Transactions of the Georgia Medical Association.— The Twenty-third 
Annual Session, held on the 10th and the 12th days of April, 1872, was opened 
by an address from the President, Dr. G. M. McDowell, presenting a plain 
but opportune sketch of the leading objects of the Association, the good it 
has already accomplished, and the important work expected of it in the 
future. 

An account is given by Dr. C. B. Nottingham of an interesting Case of 
Ovariotomy" in a married female twenty-nine years of age, who had never had 
a child. “ The tumour was of a kind rarely met with. Inclosed in a tegumentary 
envelope, it was composed almost entirely of bone, with here and there a very 
s lght intermixture of fibrous substance. Its osseous nature was so decided 
that a strong knife could not be made to penetrate it at any point. Its weight 
when drained was one pound and three-quarters. Neither teeth, hair, nor 
spongoid structure was observed.” 

A very concise report from the Committee on “ Surgery ” was made by Dr R 
Batty, who simply states that in his own practice there had occurred a case of 
ovariotomy-recovery; one of perineal cystotomy for relief of chronic cystitis, 
and of complete false anchylosis of hip-joint, cured by forcible rupture of adhe¬ 
sions, without any further details. In separate articles (vi„ vii., viii.), how¬ 
ever, the history of these cases is given in full. 

i hree cases of “ Gunshot Wounds of the Brain," showing the amount of 
injury that organ may undergo without necessarily precluding the possibility 
of the patient’s recovery, are related by Dr. 0. Terhy. 

$i By the same gentleman a curious case of “ Superfaetation " is reported. Two 
children were born during the same labour, one shortly after the other, having 
separate placentae. The first born weighed scant four pounds, the second full 
eight. The first lived six days, sleeping nearly all the time, and presenting 
every characteristic of a firemature-born babe; the other when two months 
old was well conditioned and a promising child. 

Bromide of Potassium is extolled by Dr. K. P. Moore as a valuable “nervine 
or brain sedative,” in the convulsive affections of children as well as of adults. 

A henever, also, Dr. M. remarks, “there is a tendency to convulsions, from 
almost any cause, whether from reflex nervous action or from inflammatory 
fever, the bromide is not contraindicated.” 

Di. I. A. Stanford reports two cases of Placenta Prcevia successfully 
treated by rupture of membranes, evacuation of liquor amnii, and separation of 
placenta from its uterine connections. 

J he leading object of an article on Puerile Incontinence of Urine, also by 
Dr. Stanford, is to recommend the introduction of a bougie, which in four 
cases boys from four to nine years of age-was followed by complete success. 
He had had no opportunity of testing the bougie in the female, but can see no 
reason why it should not be equally efficacious. 

Dr. John Stainbeck Wilson attempts to prove that Parturition is not 
necessarily a painful process. If we cannot fully agree with him in this 
conclusion, we can in respect to his suggestions as to the hygienic treatment 
of pregnant women as a certain means of mitigating the pains of labour. 

The Annual Oration was delivered by Dr. A. W. Griggs. Its main theme is 
the correlation of the external forces of nature and those of the living organism 
of man, and the influences exercised by the former upon the latter in the main- 
tenance or disturbance of their regular, healthy action. 
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Dr. V. H. Taliaferro calls attention to the Uterine Medicated Cloth Tents, 
by which, according to his experience, the uterine cavity can be “more readily 
and effectually medicated than by any other known method.” 

Dr. W. F. Westmoreland treats of the Muriated Tincture of Iron as a 
Styptic, and adduces cases illustrating some of its advantages. It is a long 
paper, not readily admitting of a satisfactory analysis. It contains, however, 
but little that is new. 

3 The Sixth Annual Session of the Michigan State Medical Society was 
opened by an address from the President, Dr. H. 0. Hitchcock on Modern 
Medicine. It presents a kind of running commentary on the history of medi¬ 
cine and the gradual steps by which it has advanced to its present status. 

Dr. W. H. De Camp treats of the Sickness and Vomiting of Pregnancy, and. 
among the different remedies proposed for the relief of this often highly dis¬ 
tressing accompaniment of pregnancy, lie extols arsenic. In about nine-tenths 
of the cases in which he has employed it, a speedy cure or relief was obtained 
The dose given never exceeded one-thirtieth of a grain. In many instances 
a sinole drop of Fowlers solution was equally efficacious. 

The report of the Committee on Vital Statistics comprises a series of judi¬ 
cious suggestions in respect to the collection and recording of mate ™ ls t "[ 
wards a reliable and useful exposition of the movements taking place amid a y 
given community in all embraced in the several branches of vital statistics. 

Dr Parmenter advocates a demand being made to the legislature for the en¬ 
actment of laws requiring of medical practitioners an adequate education and 
for securing to them their legitimate rights. This shows but little knowledge 
of the world ; all experience in this country proving that the profession must 
take care of itself, and that any legislation that might be obtained would result 
in the injury of scientific medicine and the benefit of pretenders. One might 
think that the action of the legislature in Dr. P.’s own btate in regaid to the 
University, might serve as a caution to him in this matter. M 

The history of an Amputation at the Hip-joint, r8ad by Professor Y. A. Mr - 

Graw, is very interesting and instructive. „ , 

The closing report is by Professor J. F. Noyes, on the use of the Opthal- 
moscope what it has accomplished,and its relation to general medicine. The 
report is a highly instructive one, but we cannot be spared the space required 
for an extended notice of it. 

4 The 106th annual session of the State Medical Society of New Jersey, 
held May, 1872, was opened by an address from the President Chas Has- 
brouck, M.D., the leading subject of which was “ I he popularization ol Medi¬ 
cal Knowledge as a means of correcting the tendency of the public mind to 
quackery in medicine.” It contains some good suggestions. 

In the reports from the district societies is to be found a very full exposi¬ 
tion of the sanitary condition of the several portions of the State, a brief analysis 
of which we should be pleased to present to our readers couId it be done with¬ 
out encroaching on space devoted to other departments of the Journal 

In the report from Bergen County, Dr. J. M. Simpson relates a highly inter¬ 
esting case of “ Dislocation of Vertebra:,” in a male, 21 years old, caused by a 
fall October 4, 1872, of some 25 or 30 feet, from a chestnut tree, striking t e 
ground with his shoulder and back. When picked up he was insensible. On 
recovering consciousness, he complained of severe pain in the back, shooting 
round into the hypogastrium and left groin. About two hours after the acci¬ 
dent, Dr. S. found him lying partially on his right side, with knees drawn up and 
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almost immovable. His back was slightly bruised and scratched,, with, appa¬ 
rently, indications of displacement forwards of the vertebrae at the lumbo-dorsal 
junction ; sensation in lower extremities diminished, but not obliterated ; in¬ 
tense pain of back and abdomen. Cold applications to the patient’s back were 
ordered, and to keep him as quiet as possible ; 40 drops liq. opii comp, every 
two hours during the night. Next morning Dr. Hasbrouck saw the patient in 
consultation. He recognized the partial dislocation of vertebrae, but doubted 
the safety of any attempt being made for its reduction. He suggested, in add¬ 
ing to the treatment, f> grs. potass, iodid., repeated every four hours. 

The night succeeding the injury urine was passed. After that for the next 
ten days, the bladder had to be emptied twice daily by the catheter, when its 
voluntary voidance, with some straining, recurred. He suffered from costive¬ 
ness, which was unrelieved by enemata or by purgatives per orem, until by the 
introduction of a finger into the rectum, a hardened mass of feces there ac¬ 
cumulated was broken up. After twelve days the bowels became regular. All 
the symptoms began now regularly to improve, excepting the deformity of the 
back, which increased much in extent. In about three weeks from the time of 
the accident, the patient began to sit up in bed, and four or five weeks later, 
to walk around the house, with the aid of a cane. During the fall and early 
winter his back continued quite weak. In January, 1872, he had a brace fitted 
to him for the support of his back. March 26th, 1872, commenced working at 
his trade, that of a mason. With the artificial support furnished by his brace, 
he feels as well, he says, as he did before the accident. 

In the same, and some of the other reports, are given the histories of other 
cases ; medical, surgical, and obstetrical, all more or less interesting. There 
are, also, short biographical notices of recently deceased physicians of the 
State. 

5. The Transactions of the Sixth Annual Meeting of the Medical Associa¬ 
tion of the State of Missouri, held April, 1872, comprise a series of papers highly 
creditable to their respective authors. The first of these is a report on “ Psy¬ 
chological Medicine ,” by Dr. C. H. Hughes. In considering the general sub¬ 
ject of insanity, and the duty of physicians in the further investigation of its 
pathology, Dr. H. points out briefly the importance of its moral and hygienic 
treatment, concluding with a sketch of what should be the insane hospital of 
the future. 

Dr. S. S. Todd, in a paper on “ Tranquillization as an Element of Cure," 
maintains that the special effects of tranquillizing agents may be divided into 
two groups. 1. Relief of pain, spasm, tremour, convulsion, induction of quiet, 
healthy sleep, restoration of lost nerve-force, and restoration of equilibrium 
of circulation. 2. Restraining dr repressing excessive heart action. 

The paper throughout is a sensible and truly practical one. 

Dr. H. Z. Gill read a paper on “ Affections of the Eye from Neuralgia of 
the fifth pair of Nerves , the result of Disease of the Dental Nerves." This sub¬ 
ject has only of late years attracted the attention it deserves. The paper is an 
interesting one, but is far from giving a full resume of the subject, and adds 
nothing to our knowledge of it. 

The volume closes with “A Plea for the Antiphlogistic Treatment of Disease," 
by Dr. E. Montgomery, in which the author presents some sensible therapeutic 
views. As a general aphorism, we can fully indorse the statement of Dr. M., 
that “ antiplilogistics are invaluable remedies when judiciously employed in 
the proper stages of appropriate cases of disease.” 
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6. In the Appendix A to "The Transactions of the Nineteenth Annual 
Meeting of the Medical Society of the State of North Carolina, held May, . , 
is reported the address of Dr. G-. A. Foote. 

In the remaining appendices there are reported : 1st. A case of Transfusion 
of blood from the carotid of a lamb into the cephalic vein of a man by Dr. J . 
F. King, which is, in many respects, interesting. This case affords, m t e es¬ 
timation of the author, two important results : First, The effect of common 
whiskey in the treatment of tetanus. Second, The blood of an animal, though 
its globules differ in character, when transfused into the vessels of the human 
subject, will restore and sustain sinking vitality; and hence the operation is 
justifiable as a last resort in cases of extreme debility from disease or loss o 

Though the subject of the operation reported by Dr. K. was a most unprom¬ 
ising one for any success to be hoped from the operation, nevertheless immedi¬ 
ately, and for some days after the transfusion, a very striking improvement in 
his condition ensued. At the end of two weeks, however, he died. 

Second. Three cases of uterine polypi successfully removed, are related y 
Dr. H. T. Bahnson ; also, the history of some cases in which forcible dilatation 
of the female urethra was resorted to for the extraction of stone from the bladder. 

Third. An account by Dr. C. F. Duffy, of a case of “ Gestation and Labour, 
with Complications The latter consisted in regular menstruation during the 
first four months of gestation, with probably retained blood from periodica 
hemorrhage for two or three months later; dropsy of amnion; tense, resisten 
membranes ; adherent placenta; tumour, ovoid in shape, over three inches in 
shortest diameter, and weighing, when perfectly dry, 12 ounces. It consisted 
of coagula of blood, interspersed with small masses of fibrin, invested with a 
membrane identical with the decidua; having a pedicle, seemingly a prolonga¬ 
tion of the latter, twisted into the form of a cord, about a fourth of an inch in 
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Fourth. The description, by Drs. Kirby and Miller, of a case ot n*nra 
Uterine Pregnancy .” Abdominal fcetus of probably months, in a state ot 
partial decomposition, was removed by gastrotomy. Entire recovery of patien . 

A case is related by Dr. E. B. Haywood, showing that in total necrosis ol 
the diaphysis of tibia, periosteum is not necessary for osteo-genesis. 

A Case of Membranous Croup is related by Dr. J. Royster, in which re¬ 
covery took place after the operation of tracheotomy. 

Dr. F. Haywood records a case of Amputation of the upper third of the 
right thigh for Gelatinous Arthritis ; with favourable result. 

A case of Craniotomy in impeded labour performed under adverse circum¬ 
stances, is reported by Dr. Y. N. Sewell. In itself, the case presents nothing 

calling for comment. , „ . ,, . , , . 

Decision of Supreme Court of North Carolina is given, affirming the right of 
a physician to extra compensation when summoned as a medical expert. 


7. Transactions of the Indiana State Medical Society .—The Annual Meet¬ 
ing was opened by an address from the President, Dr. H. P. Ayres. 

Following it is the history, by Dr. S. E. Munfoed, of case of Hydrocele, with 
cartilaginous thickening of the tunica vaginalis. 

The paper on the Pathology of Malignant and Semi-Malignant Growths, by 
Dr. R. E. Haughton, is worthy of a careful study. In it he discusses the fol¬ 
lowing questions: 1st. The law producing departures from the homologous 
development, and giving rise to heterologous growth. 2. The conditions govern- 
ino- the development of physiological tissues. 3. The conditions governing the 
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